
April  9 ,  1973 

kfrs U8xy Jane Andrews 
5 2 5 8 4  Tamarack Circle,  1. 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

Dear Hrs. Andrews: 

Please relax r igh t  now about the x-rays fool had taken &en 
your pregnancy was six months along. 
i t  done Lf he suspected twins. 

Y o u r  doctor vas r igh t  t o  have 

The time a fetus  should be most sens i t ive  to x-rap is within 
two months after conception, judging from animal experiments. There 
s t i l l  is no good evidence in human babies that en9 damage occurs. 

As f o r  leukemia, the increased incidence is re la ted  only t o  
very big doses such as the atam bombing in Hiroshima, or massive doses 
t o  treat cer ta in  conditfons of the spine, not j u s t  from diagnostic 
x-rays, even six. 
thing of the past. When I was i n  medical school, it was camon t o  
give a dose of x-ray t o  the chest of a baby uhea i t  was having d i f f i c u l t y  
breathing. 
Naturally, t h i s  pract ice  was stopped inmediately when the association 
w a s  found. 

The childhood cancer re la ted t o  x-ray should be a 

A f w  of these babies developed thyroid cancer later. 

The sa fe ty  of x-ray8 has increased s t ead i ly  wer the years with 
b e t t e r  mechanical design, and the numbers of people's liver s8ved by the 
use of x-rays are phemamenal. 
o r  the parents'  g e m  cells, there  would be much more cancer than thare is 
end many amre defective babies. 
t o  so inform your doctor o r  den t i s t  i f  x-rays are suggested. 

I f  x-r8y were a serious h u 8 r d  t o  the fe tus ,  

It is of course i a t e l l i gen t ,  i f  pregnant, 

Tour chances of having another normel baby are excellent,  f r a  the 
Please start functioning "supernormally" t o  information in your letter. 

make up fo r  lost time! 'Ihank you f o r  writ ing pd. 

S incerely yours , 

YA :k 
bec :VI8 

Virginia Apgar, H.D., M.P.E. 


